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FROM THE HELM 

D uring the month of May, we will be emphasizing Vessel 
Safety Checks (VSC) .  The high winds and rains of April      
appear to be over and boaters are finally returning to our      

waters, in spite of high fuel costs.  We want to make at least 60 VSCs this month.  We 
have scheduled a special day at Boaters World in Atlantic Beach on 17 May, and will 
do three special VSC mini-presentations at the Morehead City Boat Show on 17 & 18 
May.  Lt/C Bruce Brill has organized a special VSC day for trailer boats in the Blair 

Farm community of Morehead City on Saturday, 10 May . 

We need to make sure that all of our memberôs boats carry the 2008 VSC 
decal.  If you have not yet had your VSC, contact P/R/C Elliott Manke , Lt 
Jerry Chase , or any member of the Bridge.  They will get a Vessel         
Examiner (VE) to you.  We have 13 VEs accredited from last year and 2 
new trainees.  Talk the program up among your neighbors and the boat owners in 
your marina.  Itôs a great way to introduce USPS to the boating public and help      
promote safer boat operations in our waters. 

National Safe Boating Week  occurs during the third week of May and FMSPS will 
staff information tables at two public events during the month.  We will start with the 
Wooden Boat Show in Beaufort on 3 May, followed by the Morehead City Boat Show 
on 17 & 18 May .  We can use more help for the Morehead City show, since it is a   
two-day event.  If you can help out at the table, contact Richard and Sue LaPalme or 

Lt/C Bruce Brill to schedule a time. 

Our second boating lunch cruise will be on Friday, 9 May with a trip up the ICW to the 
Neuse River, followed by lunch dockside in Oriental.  We welcome those who wish to 
drive to Oriental and join us for lunch.  This has been a well attended event in the past 
and we look forward to a good turn out. 

Brush up on your first aid skills at the May monthly Squadron meeting.  We will hold a 
CPR seminar at Carteret General Hospital, prior to our regular dinner meeting at the 
VFW.  Details are on page 5 in this issue of Cannon Soundings. 

Congratulations to AJ Pirnik who took the Membership Pledge with FMSPS at our 
April meeting at McCurdyôs.  AJ joins the illustrious group of our members who live in 
the Moorings and boat on the Neuse River. 

As the summer boating season begins, remember to get your VSC and WEAR your 
life jacket when on the water.  

~ Cdr Tom 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

M ay is going to be a very busy month to include Safe Boating Week  from 

17-23 May.  We start at the Maritime Museum in Beaufort for the Wooden 

Boat Show on 3 May manning a table and handing out information about 

USPS. 

We are moving the Day Cruise to Oriental from Saturday 10 May to Friday 9 

May so we can conduct a community Vessel Safety Check at Blair Farm    

subdivision (off North 20th Street ï 1.6 miles from Arendell Street) from 1000 

to 1400 on the 10th.   

On 17 & 18 May, Elliott and Louise Manke are leading the effort maintaining 

an information table and providing three VSC seminars at the In-Water Boat 

Show in Morehead City.  Additionally, they are also coordinating the effort to 

maintain a table, hand out information and provide Vessel Safety Checks at 

Boaters World in Atlantic Beach. 

On Monday, 19 May, Elliott and Louise have arranged for a CPR class in the 

Conference Room at Carteret General Hospital from 1600 to 1800.  Following 

the CPR class, we transit to the monthly meeting at the VFW in Beaufort.   

This is a very challenging Safe Boating Week (and Month).  We need as many 

volunteers as possible to support the many events, booths, and Vessel Safety 

Check locations around the Crystal Coast.   

In all of this, letôs not forget Mothers Day  on the 11 May and Memorial Day 

on the 26 May.  Additionally, the first two weeks on June, P/C Bob Howd and 

the Brillôs will be on the Alaska Land & Sea Cruise.   

Lt Jerry Chase, who is coordinating the Day Cruise to Sneads Ferry for 

Lunch, originally scheduled for 11 June, has been moved to 28 June to make 

this event a weekend trip so more could join this boating activity. 

April @ 

McCurdyôsé 

standing room 

only. 

AJ Pirnik     

taking the 

USPS oath 

from Cdr Tom 
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